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Of you are told glorious things,

O city of God.

Zion shall be called ‘Mother’

for all shall be her children

and while they dance they will sing:

‘In you all find their home.’

Psalm 87

Special photo credit: IV Gonzalez, Make You Smile Photography
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My dear parish family,

I am writing this letter on the Solemnity of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother 
body and soul to heaven.  Our Catholic faith has a deep maternal theme which has 
been so consoling and nurturing to followers of Jesus for centuries.  The Church has 
long been called ‘Holy Mother Church.’  Mary, the mother of God, is also mother of 
Jesus’ body the Church and mother to us all.  The Scriptures often describe the 
maternal characteristics of God’s love for us.

Psalm 87 prays:  Zion shall be called ‘Mother’ for all shall be her 
children, and while they dance they will sing: ‘In you all find their home.’

Isaiah 40:11-12:  Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he 
gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes 
with care.

Isaiah 66:10-14:  As nurslings you shall be carried in her arms, and 
fondled in her lap; as a mother comforts her son, so will I comfort you; 
in Jerusalem you shall find your comfort.

I have chosen for this year’s theme at St. Laurence:  ‘In you all find their home,’ from 
Psalm 87:7.  I have long desired that St. Laurence, as well as the entire Catholic 
Church, be a refuge, a hiding place, a safe harbor where God’s faithful people can be 
at home, free to rejoice in who we are.

Of course we have to go out into the world to evangelize, to witness, to testify, to 
serve and love.  But the world is not a friendly place to the gospel of Christ.  Jesus said 
if they persecuted me, they will persecute you.  So we get wounded.  The spirit of the 
world includes violence, rage, anger, abuse, mockery, pornography, lust, greed, 
despair, deceit, bullying, seduction to fame and glory and pleasure.  Spiritual warfare 
is as intense as ever.  Our young people experience anxiety and fear and confusion.

About 10 years ago a Jewish man visiting St. Laurence at the 11:00am Sunday Mass 
told me afterwards, “I feel a lot of love here; there is a lot of love in this place.”  I told 
him that was the nicest thing he could have ever said about St. Laurence.  I pray that 
St. Laurence will always be a place of healing, forgiveness, truth, safety, comfort, 
affection, solace, refreshment, gentleness, nurturing, affirmation, inspiration, hope 
and love.  The ‘Church’ means the assembly of those called out from the world and 
gathered together in communion of mind and heart and praise to God.  We cannot be 
isolated and survive spiritual warfare.  Christ always intended to give us his body, the 
Church, and even if at times we seem to be only a small remnant, we are his living 
body on earth.  I pray that you feel Jesus’ spiritual gifts abundantly present here at St. 
Laurence.  This is your hiding place, your refuge.  I am blessed to be your pastor.

“In you all find their home.”

Fr. Drew Wood

ST. LAURENCE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Fr. Drew Wood, pastor
Fr. Tom Hawxhurst
Fr. Jaison Thomas, M.S.F.S.
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Deacon Charles Plant

Pastoral Council
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Dick Hogan
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Bob Mackay
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Sandra Mendez
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Marcy Voller

Finance Council
Ron Begnaud
Lynne Daus
Mark Eyring
Tim Hannah
Bill Hickl
Mark Hotze
Bob Ladd

Discipleship Council
Lee Adams
Julie Borque
Margie Calo
Cokey Clark
Kevin Clark
Jean Fontenot
Paul Fontenot
Ambrose Graham
Cathy Hines
Shawn Kelly
Chris Martinez
Cindy Savely
Terry Savely
Marc Sherman
Phil Suter
Sheila Stulak



CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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Creating a home for our Catholic faith to flourish
In May, St. Laurence received unanimous approval from the Sugar Land 
City Council to build a new center for religious education and ministry 
activity.  During the early months of the summer, we began construction 
of a masonry fence along the perimeter of the property.  Staff members 
doubled up, moving their offices from the RE Center to the church 
courtyard and school; the Weekday Children’s Program reduced the size of 
their program and moved into temporary space created for them on the 
church courtyard property; and items that weren’t moved or stored were 
sold and donated to charity.  On August 20, demolition of the existing 
buildings began, making way for the construction of the new Ave Maria 
Parish Life Center!  

The Building Committee is happy to reunite with Brookstone, the General 
Contractor that has built everything on our church campus so far:  
“Naming the center the Ave Maria Parish Life Center has given us new 
focus in making this a special place for remembering Mary, the Mother of 
God.  We have a great superintendent and project manager on this project.  
We will bring this one in on budget.”

JUN 1998 Purchased property from Wm Trace Baptist Church

JUN 1999 Opened Weekday Children’s Program and Religious Ed

 Center

OCT 2011 Fr. Drew assembles team to re-assess need for new

 parish center for education and ministry activity

APR 2013 Building Committee forms

SEP 2013 “May Your Glory Shine” capital campaign kicks off

JUN 2014 Staff and programs move-out and relocated

JUL 2014 Construction of brick wall, primary step before

 construction may begin

AUG 2014 Demolition of RE Center buildings

SEP 2014 Site work scheduled to begin

OCT 2014 Foundation work scheduled to begin

OCT 2015 Scheduled opening of the Ave Maria Parish Life Center



MAY YOUR GLORY SHINE
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Goal  $9,000,000

Pledged  $7,342,226

# Pledges 2,053

Avg Pledge $3,575

% Goal  81.5%
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Ave Maria
PARISH LIFE CENTER

Together, we will create a place, 
not only for religious education for all ages, but a true 
“life center” that will be the primary meeting location 
for many of our 80+ parish ministries and groups.  The 
Parish Life Center will be double the size of our existing 
Religious Education Center, with 3 large gathering 
rooms, a dedicated Youth Room, 4 large meeting rooms, 
15 classrooms and a kitchen adequate in size to serve 
large groups.  It will have an elevator and improved 
mobility to give people who are wheelchair-dependent 
full access to both levels of the building, and the new 
structure will comply with VIRTUS© guidelines, 
offering secure access so we can hold programs for 
adults and children simultaneously.

 This coming year will be a year like no other for Religious 
Education and we are blessed to be teaming up with the parish 
school to find a home for the RE programs.  It is with joyful 
anticipation we look forward to the deeper sense of community 
we will have this year as we grow together in the faith and await 
the completion of the Ave Maria Parish Life Center!
     -Laura Stephens, Director of Religious Education

          “Our heart is in Mass, but the pulse of this parish 
will be felt in the Parish Life Center.” 

-Kevin Clark, parishioner

 “Thank you for the opportunity to work together.  The total 
value of your donation to ReStore was $11,359.  That is huge for us!  
Another church is using a large portion of your donation, which will 
touch a great number of people!” 
     -Jenna Quirino,  Fort Bend Habitat for Humanity



Sustaining the Weight of
Others with Brotherly Love
Pope Francis I (Angelus July 6, 2014)

“How much damage human indifference causes to those 
in need!  And the indifference of Christians is worse.  At 

the margins of society there are many men and women who are sorely tested by 
poverty, but also by dissatisfaction and frustration… The invitation to come to 
Jesus is for everyone, but especially for those who suffer the most.  Jesus 
promises to give solace to all, but also addresses a second invitation to us, which 
is like a commandment:  ‘Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart.’  The Lord's ‘yoke’ consists of sustaining the weight 
of others with brotherly love.  Once the solace and comfort of Christ is received, 
we are called in turn to become solace and comfort for our brothers, with a 
meek and humble attitude, in imitation of the Master.  This meekness and 
humility of heart helps us not only to take on the weight of others, but also to 
not impose upon them our own personal views, our judgments, our criticism 
and our indifference.”

St. Laurence Outreach

&
Support Ministries

Baby Shower Drive

Back to School Shoe Drive

Bethel Ministry Project AMOR

Birthday in a Bag

Blessing Bags

Cancer Support Group

Card Ministry

Caregivers Support Group

Caring Creations

Correctional Ministry

Bridges to Life

Coupons for a Cause

Disaster Recovery Team

DivorceCare

Elderly BINGO

Elderly Birthdays & Celebrations

Fresh Food Delivery

Funeral Reception Ministry

Gabriel Project

Giving Tree Drive

Grief Support Group

Grieving Families

Habitat for Humanity

H.O.P.E. Bereavement Support

Learn English Ministry

Learn Spanish Ministry

Meals That Heal

Medical Missionaries of Divine Mercy

Military Ministry

NAMI

Our Daily Bread

Parks Youth Ranch Bakers

Pastoral Care to Sick & Homebound

Respect Life

Shoppers

Share God’s Bounty Drive

Snack Bags

Spiritual Direction

Village Program

Wish Upon A Star Drive
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St. Laurence Catholic School: 
In service to our community and the world

SLCS students focus on the corporal acts of mercy in the classroom and in 
clubs.  In total, the parish school children devoted over 3,000 hours of 
community service, donating over $8,100, including:

• 500 Lunches of Love
• 11 Birthday-in-a-Box
• 800 rice and beans packs
• Heaven's Hands packages
• Valentines for seminarians & seniors
• 75 chaplets for hospitals
• Home goods for 3 refugee families
• Read-a-thon to benefit Queen of Peace
• 400 hours of artREACH with seniors
• 800 pantry packs for Share God's Bounty
• $1,000 for Chunk Your Change
• Lunches for Habitat for Humanity workers
• Donating to Catholic Relief Services
• Linus Project blankets for kids in crisis
• Donations to Guatemalan school children and tsunami victims



Let us REACH more,
            GIVE more,
                SERVE more,
                   LOVE more...

St. Laurence Making a
Difference in the Community

Last year, the following agencies, groups and 
parishes received support from our parish:

Angela House, Attack Poverty: Friends of North 
Richmond & North Rosenberg, Bethel Ministry, 
Boys & Girls Club, CASA Child Advocates, Casa 
de Esperanza, Catholic Charities (Lotus Project, 
Refugee Resettlement Program & Rio Bend Foster 
Care Community), Catholic Charities Mamie 
George Community Center (food pantry, gift 
shop, & senior program), Citizens for Animal 
Protection, Correctional Ministry, Fort Bend 
Family Promise, Fort Bend Head Start, Fort Bend 
Meals on Wheels, Fort Bend Women’s Center, 
Fort Bend Habitat for Humanity, Holy Family 
Parish, Homeless, Houston Council on Alcohol & 
Drugs, Impact a Hero, Isaiah House, Living Water 
International, Lunches of Love, Mama Hope: 
Kisumu Kenya Rescue Center, MD Anderson 
Sugar Land Cancer Center, Medical Mission of 
Divine Mercy, Memorial Hermann SW Cancer 
Center, Military, National Alliance of Mental 
Illness, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Parks 
Youth Ranch, People in Crisis, Pope John XXIII 
Priest Residence, Pregnancy Resource Medical 
Center, Queen of Peace Parish, Rainbow Room, 
St. Dominic’s Center, Shade Tree Ministry, Soles 
4 Souls, St. John Fisher Parish, St. Theresa 
Parish, Sugar Land Health Care, The Tool Box, 
Tip of the Spear, Troopons, Volunteer Interfaith 
Caregivers, Wellsprings
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A YEAR IN GIVING
• $300,000+ collected for SCM from monthly black bag 
 collections, Faith Direct, gold envelope and drives

• $100,000+ went to direct assistance (rent, utilities, 
 medical, etc.) for more than 350 individuals throughout 
 the county

• An additional 140+ individuals were assisted with 
 products such as food, cleaning supplies and other 
 household items

• Approximately $200,000 went to assist more than 
 50 agencies/organizations, 20 ministries & 5 
 Catholic churches

• More than 27,000 volunteer hours were donated; 
 these manpower hours are valued at $600,000+ when  
 calculated using the Texas average of worth of 
 $23.40/hour

• More than $325,000 was donated as gifts-in-kind, 
 which includes more than 800 Thanksgiving meals, 
 2,000 Christmas gifts, 800 pairs of new school shoes, 
 plus furniture and other donations for the military,
 seniors, children, cancer patients and more

• Over $640,000 cash donated in charitable 
 contributions and special collections

• Generous support of Diocesan Services Fund (DSF)
 totaled over $500,000

2014 Social Concerns Board
Standing: Donna Romaine, Mark Eyring, Earl Norra,  Lisa D’Oliver,  Keith Broussard, 
Pat Sumner, Avery Byrne,  Frances Conway;  Sitting: Terri Conti, Peggy Oltremari, 
Pennie DeGroot, Michelle Broussard;  Not pictured: Deb Hernandez, 
Anita Kalunta-Crumpton,  Marcia Kielhofner, Anna Mendiola, Elizabeth Popp
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ST. LAURENCE
STAFF

Administration
Tony Oltremari, administrator
Deanna Ennis
Sharon Ehrenkranz
Lise Letendre
Pat Martin
Ann Candea
Christy DelaMora
Ray Hernandez
Laura Seymour
Rip Carroll
Bobby Castillo
Ruth Gonzalez
Hector Ramirez
Fred Seitz
Maria Castellanos
Danny Wells

Parish Reception
Paula Savo
Ida Buckle
Chris Koeppen
Jeanette Arellano
Fernando Padruno

Liturgy
Theresa Rawls
Rose Davis
Mary Thompson
Kevin Klotz

Social Concerns
Michelle Broussard
Pennie DeGroot
Deb Hernandez

Religious Education
Laura Stephens, director
Justin Frato
Kris Frank
Becca Wisinski
Eric Painter
Claire McMullin
Joan Hastreiter
Anne Marie Daniel
Ruba Kaiser
Mary Visser
Monica Doucet
Lois Gerstenberger
Molly Zimmer

Parish School
Debra Haney, principal

Weekday Children’s Program
Becky Wilkinson, director

How Should We Give?
We should give proportionately to how God has 
blessed us.  The more we have, the more we 
should give.  Many find it easier to decide how to 
respond to the seemingly constant requests for 
contributions by determining what portion of 
their income they should give and then dividing 
that into three categories: Church, Diocese, and 
Other.  For example: a family with $100,000 
income decides to give 10% (or $10,000) for all 
charitable donations for the year.  A commonly 
accepted split for these gifts is 50% (or $5,000) to 
their parish, 10% (or $1,000) to the Diocesan 
Services Fund, and 40% (or $4,000) for other 
donations.  This “other” category may include 
gifts to a capital campaign, second collections, 
and other charities and non-profits such as the 
American Heart Association, March of Dimes, 
Scouts, etc.

A message of thanks from the Parish Administrator

The financials included in this report reflect the generosity of the people of St. Laurence 
and the good stewardship (management) of this generosity by our staff.

We have a large and active parish and it takes all of us doing our part to be able to make 
our parish a home in Christ.  We do this in our worship, our school, our programs, our 
ministries, our social activities, and our facilities.  Our clergy work tirelessly to provide 
guidance and direction for our spiritual needs and growth.  Our staff labor hard to enable 
our ministries to have the leadership, education, support, materials, and facilities needed 
for their work.  Our ministry leaders give countless hours of their time to insure that their 
ministries are impactful, whether it is a ministry of prayer, faith formation, liturgical, 
social outreach, pastoral support, evangelization or parish life.

This all comes together not because we are a wealthy, suburban parish, as so many 
outsiders believe we are, but because we are a parish made up primarily of people who are 
generous and who are inclusive in our extremely ethnically diverse membership.  This 
generosity is evident in the regular offertory contributions, our support of our 
Archdiocese through the Diocesan Services Fund annual appeal, our donations to second 
collection and missionary appeals, and commitments to our capital campaign.  We are far 
from perfect but we do try hard to live the lives that Christ modeled for us and calls for us 
to follow. 

To all of our parishioners: please know that your participation and your generosity is 
greatly valued and appreciated, not only in our parish and community, but more 
importantly by God.  If for some reason you have not yet participated by sharing your 
material resources, I greatly recommend that you try it.  You may be surprised how good it 
will make you feel!  It feels good because when we give, we are doing what God expects us 
to do.  There is great quote from Anne Frank in her diary, “No one has ever become poor 
by giving.”

Tony Oltremari The Body of Christ
While we may feel that our parish is 
huge, remember that we are just a 
part of the whole body of Christ.

• We are one of the 153 parishes 
and missions in our Archdiocese 
and one of the 17,900 total parishes 
in the U.S.

• The Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston is one of 208 dioceses in 
the U.S., and one of 8,673 dioceses 
in the whole of the Catholic Church.

• Our parish has about 20,000 
members, our diocese has 1.3 
million Catholics, which is part of 
the total U.S. Catholic population of 
319 million people!



    FY 2014

2014 Source of Funds   Actuals 

     

Offertory/Gifts  $5,107,481

Weekday Children’s Program      843,415

Special Collections      508,063

School Reimbursement for Debt Payments      260,426

Social Concerns Donations      274,723

Building Fund/Capital Campaign      2,746,325

Religious Education Tuition      97,319

Miscellaneous/Bazaar      80,151

  $9,917,903

 

2014 Use of Funds     

Plant Operations $929,333

Weekday Children’s Program 843,415

Religious Education & Administration 910,437

Parish Administration 835,455

Pastoral 654,272

Charitable Contributions & Special Collections 647,619

Debt Payments 344,433

Archdiocese Obligations 433,633

Social Concerns 387,676

School Subsidy 160,000

Construction in Process 1,135,461

Reserve for Expansion 2,636,169

  $9,917,903

Gifts Offered

Gifts Disbursed

IN GRATITUDE FOR YOUR GIFTS
Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2014
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School Subsidy2%
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COMMUNITY & PARISH LIFE
African Catholic Association

Bazaar
Boy Scout Troop 828
Catholic Daughters

Council of Catholic Women
Cub Scout Pack 1828

Families With Young Children
Filipino Community

Hispanic Ministry
Knights of Columbus

Ladies Guild
St. Laurence Singles
Vietnamese Group

Women of the Cloth
Young Adults

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
Acolytes & Sacristans

Adoration
Altar Linen Care

Altar Servers
Art & Environment

Extraordinary Ministers
Liturgical Ministers

Mass Hospitality
Music Ministry

PRAYER GROUPS &
SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

Catholic Men Called to be Saints
Challenge Club for Girls

Contemplative Prayer
Divine Mercy

Hearts of Jesus & Mary
Lay Apostle Prayer Group

Legion of Mary
Small Christian Communities
St. Anthony of Padua Prayer

FAITH FORMATION & EDUCATION
Adult Faith Formation

Children’s Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Edge (Middle School Ministry)
Family Faith

Life Teen (High School Ministry)
Marriage Sponsor Couples

Natural Family Planning
RCIA

Sacrament Preparation
St. Laurence Catholic School
Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Vacation Bible School
Vocations Committee

Weekday Children’s Program

EVANGELIZATION, STEWARDSHIP
& LEADERSHIP

Come & See
Discipleship Council

Evangelization Committee
Finance Council

Financial Peace University
Pastoral Council

Welcome Ministry
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I've been in the KCs here at St. Laurence for over 19 years.  The guys I have served 
alongside over the years, whether it's frying fish during Lent, smoking briskets or making 
a pancake breakfast, have become my lifelong friends.  I invite all Catholic men to join us!  
It's a great way to serve and grow in your faith and relationship with Jesus Christ.
     -Gary Arrington, Grand Knight, 
      Rev John T. Weyer Knights of Columbus Council 11343

1,400 people came to St. Laurence 
on March 1, 2014, for the 11th 

annual Heart of Worship.  Fr. Leo 
Patalinghug, the “cooking priest,” 

won the hearts of the packed 
church with his inspirational and 

entertaining keynote talks.

Maintain your unanimity,
Possessing the one love,
United in spirit and ideals.
Never act out of rivalry or conceit; 
Rather, let all parties think humbly of others
as superior to themselves,
each of you looking to others’ interests
rather than his own.
Philippians 2:2-4

2014 Lenten study
for small home groups.

820 people
participated in 85 

groups for six weeks
of Lent.



“I volunteered to work with the 
youth thinking it was a nice 
thing to do for my parish.  
What I didn't expect was to 
leave each week more inspired 
to live out my faith after 
interacting with the incredible 
kids and adults.”
   -Cindy Martin,
    Youth Ministry Core Team
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ST. LAURENCE MISSION STATEMENT
We the people of St. Laurence  Catholic Church

are centered in the love of Christ
and live to glorify God in all we do.

A dozen young adults 
from St. Laurence 
traveled to Brazil in 
July 2013, with 
thousands of other 
young pilgrims to 
hear Pope Francis at 
World Youth Day.

Farewell to Fr. Santy… “When I look back on my seven years at St. Laurence, I experienced 
God’s love and care through each one of you.  Many of you have helped me in different ways 
to feel welcome and at home here in this wonderful community.  St. Laurence is a great 
parish and I am truly grateful and honored to have been able to serve you.” 
     -Fr. Santy Kurian, M.S.F.S. (appointed pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas effective July 1, 2014)

     Our parish is happy to welcome Fr. Jaison Thomas, from the 
same religious order as Fr. Santy (Missionaries of St. Francis de 
Sales).  After assignments in Africa and India, Fr. Jaison most 

recently served at St. Anthony of Padua in the Woodlands before 
coming to St. Laurence on July 15, 2014.

St. Laurence Catholic School is honored this year to host so many parish activities in the 
school building as we come together, united in one spirit, to serve God’s people.  As a 
parish school, we seek to educate tomorrow’s Church leaders and serve others.  Last 
year, we graduated our 18th graduating class with 76 graduates, nine of which were 

offered scholarships to local high schools!  We are fortunate to have outstanding 
programs for our students and a staff that truly cares about the individual needs of the 

children we serve each day.  The development of our S.P.I.C.E. (Special People In Catholic 
Education) program has been a gift to welcome families who have children with special 

needs into our school.  We continue to integrate technology into our classrooms and 
this year launched our new TV Studio!  Come visit SLCS.  We’d love to show you the 

great things happening in YOUR parish school!
-Debra Haney, Principal, St. Laurence Catholic School

Find One Ministry Make It Yours,
And Find Your HOME At St. Laurence!

,
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